
 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Welcome to St Peter’s for our Good Friday service. On Good Friday, 
our worship is a dramatic and stark confrontation with the cross of 
Jesus, as we remember his passion and death for the salvation of the 

world.  We hear the story of Jesus’ crucifixion, and the cross becomes 
the focal point of our worship.  Holy Communion is not celebrated on 
Good Friday, as a sign of the sorrow of the day – instead Communion 

reserved from yesterday evenings service will be shared out. 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S PASSION 
All stand as the ministers enter in silence. 

The ministers prostrates themselves before the altar, and the People kneel, 
for a period of silent prayer.  Then all stand with the Priest. 

 
THE COLLECT 

Almighty Father, look with mercy on this your family for which our Lord 
Jesus Christ was content to be betrayed and given up into the hands of 
sinners and to suffer death upon the cross; who is alive and glorified with 
you and the Holy Spirit God, now and for ever. Amen.     Please sit. 
  

FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:13-end of 53 

See, my servant shall prosper; 
   he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be very high. 
14 Just as there were many who were astonished at him 

   —so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, 
   and his form beyond that of mortals— 

15 so he shall startle many nations; 
   kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 

for that which had not been told them they shall see, 
   and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. 



Who has believed what we have heard? 
   And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 

2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
   and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
   nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 

3 He was despised and rejected by others; 
   a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 

and as one from whom others hide their faces 
   he was despised, and we held him of no account. 

4 Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; 
yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
 crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
   and by his bruises we are healed. 

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our 
own way, and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
   yet he did not open his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
   and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

   so he did not open his mouth. 
8 By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 

   Who could have imagined his future? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
   stricken for the transgression of my people. 

9 They made his grave with the wicked 
   and his tomb with the rich, 

although he had done no violence, 
   and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. 
When you make his life an offering for sin, 

   he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 



through him the will of the LORD shall prosper. 
11   Out of his anguish he shall see light; 

he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
   The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 

   and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 

   and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he poured out himself to death, 

   and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 

   and made intercession for the transgressors. 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 22   
The choir sing: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
And we responsd: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
 
1. All who see me laugh me to scorn;  they curl their lips and wag their 

heads. ‘He trusted in the Lord; let him deliver him; let him deliver 
him, if he delights in him.’ Response 
 

2. For the hounds are all about me, the pack of evildoers close in on 
me; they pierce my hands and my feet.I can count all my bones. 
Response 

 
3. They divide my garments among them; they cast lots for my clothing. 

Be not far from me, O Lord;  you are my strength; hasten to help 
me. Response 

 
4. I will tell of your name to my people;  in the midst of the 

congregation will I praise you. Praise the Lord, you that fear him;  O 
seed of Jacob, glorify him; stand in awe of him, O seed of Israel. 
Response 

 
 
 



SECOND READING: Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9 

Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For 

we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as 

we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of 
grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 

help in time of need. 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with 
loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, 

and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he 
was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having 

been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all 
who obey him. 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

The People stand for the Gospel Reading, if you are able.   
You can follow the text of this in the separate booklet. 

 
GOSPEL: John 18-19 

Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 

Christ was humbler yet, event to accepting death, death on a 
cross.  But God raised him high and gave him the name which is above 

all names.   
Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 

It is customary to STAND throughout the reading of the passion.  If it 
becomes uncomfortable to stand during the reading of the passion, please sit. 

 
 The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

 
The passion is read.  At the line ‘he bowed his head and gave up his spirit’, 

we genuflect or kneel and pause for a minute.   
We remain standing, until the sermon. 



THE SERMON, followed by silence for reflection. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
God sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that 

the world might be saved through him. Therefore we pray to our 
heavenly Father for people everywhere according to their needs. 

The People kneel, or sit. 
The choir sing the refrain, and we repeat with them: 

Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom,  
Jesus remember me, when you come into your Kingdom.  

Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom,  
Jesus remember me, when you come into your Kingdom 

 
After the leader introduces each prayer we say: 

Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

The Priest concludes each section, and the People respond: 
 Amen. and sing: Jesus, remember me… 

 
THE PROCLAMATION OF THE CROSS 

THE SHOWING OF THE CROSS 
   

The People stand, as the priest and servers move to the Cross. 
A Cross is brought through the congregation. 

It is gradually unveiled, each time using this response: 
 

Behold the wood of the Cross, on which hung the Saviour of the 
world. 

 
     All Respond: 
 

After each time, we genuflect on one knee to venerate the cross 
 

When the cross is at the front, the People approach the cross, row by row, to 
venerate.  Please venerate through a bow, without touching the cross. 

 



During the veneration, the choir sing the reproaches. 
When the veneration is concluded, the Cross is returned, as the choir sing 

Crux Fidelis: Faithful cross, above all other, One and only noble tree: None in 
foliage, none in blossom, None in fruit thy peers may be: Sweetest wood and 

sweetest iron, Sweetest weight is hung on thee. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
The minister brings the Communion, form last night’s service, to the altar. 

1 When I survey the wondrous Cross, 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
Save in the death of Christ my God; 
All the vain things that charm me 
most, 
I sacrifice them to his blood. 

3 See from his head, his hands, his feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down; 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

4 His dying crimson like a robe, 
Spreads o'er his body on the Tree; 
Then I am dead to all the globe, 
And all the globe is dead to me. 

5 Were the whole realm of nature 
mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 
Standing at the foot of the cross, as our Saviour taught us so we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. 
Deliver us, Lord, from every evil, and grant us peace in our day. 

In your mercy keep us free from sin and protect us from all anxiety as 
we wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and  
forever. 

 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, 

and I shall be healed. 
  
The Priest and people receive communion.  Please approach a row at a time, 
waiting until the row in front has received communion.  Please sanitize your 

hands as you approach. 
During communion, the choir sing an anthem.  We then sing: 

 
1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

O--sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

2 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

O--sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

3 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

O--sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

4 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

O--sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

5 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

O--sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 
 
 



THE CONCLUSION 
The Priest says Let us pray and all stand. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, 
set your passion, cross and death between your judgement and our 

souls, now and in the hour of our death. Grant mercy and grace to the 
living, rest to the departed, to your Church peace and concord 

and to us sinners forgiveness, and everlasting life and glory; 
for, with the Father and the Holy Spirit you are alive and reign, 

God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The ministers genuflect to the Cross.  
The Priest and People depart in silence. 

After the celebration, the altar is stripped but the Cross remains. 
The ending of our worship reflects Jesus’ friends dispersing from the foot of 
the cross, in sorrow for his death.  However, this is not the end of the story.  
Our Easter Vigil, tomorrow evening, begins in darkness, but will end with the 

good news of Jesus resurrection. 
 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER 

Tomorrow, 
Holy Saturday 

12.30pm -1.15pm Journeying the Cross with Mary 
8.00pm - Easter Vigil and First Mass of Easter 

Easter Day Parish Mass of Easter Day - 10.30am  

 
CONTACT DETAILS:  stpeters-streatham.org 

Fr Steffan Mathias, Vicar frsteffan@stpeters-streatham.org  020 8769 2922 
 
DONATIONS 
If you would like to make a donation to St Peter’s, there 
are collection plates by the entrances, or the card 
readers are available.   


